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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN N. HOSTETTLER 
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001 

Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the House of Rep-
resentatives on December 5 through Decem-
ber 13, 2001, due to the illness and subse-
quent death of my dear mother. Although I re-
ceived the appropriate leave of absence from 
the House, I would like my constituents in the 
8th District of Indiana to know how I would 
have voted if I were present on Roll Call votes 
#469 through #498. For the record, I would 
have voted in the following ways: 

Hostettler Vote 

Rollcall Nos.: 498 Yea; 497 No; 496 Yea; 
495 Yea; 494 Yea; 493 Yea; 492 Yea; 491 
Yea; 490 Yea; 489 No; 488 No; 487 Yea; 486 
Yea; 485 Yea; 484 Yea; 483 Yea; 482 Yea; 
481 No; 480 No; 479 Yea; 478 Yea; 477 Yea; 
476 Yea; 475 Yea; 474 Yea; 473 Yea; 472 
Yea; 471 No; 470 Yea; 469 Yea. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF KEN MILLS 

AND NIKI STERN OF THE LEX-

INGTON DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to pay tribute to Ken Mills and Niki 
Stern, leaders of the Lexington Democratic 
Club in New York City. The Lexington Demo-
cratic Club has been such a vibrant part of the 
community in which I live and represent. It is 
a pleasure to pay tribute to two of its most il-
lustrious leaders. 

After graduating Phi Beta Kappa and Magna 
Cum Laude from Princeton University, Ken 
Mills went on to make his mark in the field of 
communications. After working for many years 
in the private sector, including a tenure as 
Vice-president and Director of Promotion and 
Communications for The Katz Agency, in 1978 
he was appointed Director of Communications 
for the New York City Office of Economic De-
velopment by Mayor Ed Koch. In 1981, he 
was appointed Director of Public Information 
for the New York State Banking Department. 
He was then named Vice-president and Direc-
tor of Media Relations for The Chase Manhat-
tan Bank. In 1994 he founded Ken Mills Com-
munications which he continues to operate 
today. 

Ken Mills first joined the Lexington Demo-
cratic Club during John F. Kennedy’s 1960 
campaign for President. After serving on the 
Club’s Executive Committee he was elected 
its president. He then went on to become a 
District Leader, serving in that position until 
1978. In 1995 he began another tenure as 
Lexington Democratic Club President, a posi-
tion he held until early this year. Ken, who 
also serves on Manhattan Community Board 8 
is not only an effective leader, but one who 
has earned the respect and admiration of pro-

fessional and political colleagues. In recogni-
tion of his many outstanding achievements, 
we pay tribute to Ken Mills today. 

Niki Stern has long demonstrated a commit-
ment to social and political causes. A long 
time community activist, she worked exten-
sively on behalf of the Peace Movement in 
Westchester County, New York in the 1960’s. 
She remained actively involved upon moving 
to New York City and in 1979 began working 
as a Community Liaison for Assemblyman 
Mark Alan Siegel and for New York City 
Comptroller Harrison J. Goldin. She was also 
appointed to Community Board 8. 

She also joined the Lexington Democratic 
Club where she was elected to many offices, 
culminating in her 1993 election as president. 
Working with Ken Mills, since 1995, as Execu-
tive Vice-president, she initiated the Club’s an-
nual mid-winter receptions and dinners and 
many other innovations which helped restore 
the Lexington Democratic Club to its position 
as the largest political organization on Manhat-
tan’s East Side. They have made the Lex-
ington Democratic Club an invaluable part of 
the political landscape of New York City. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Ken Mills and Niki 
Stern and I ask my fellow Members of Con-
gress to join me in recognizing the great con-
tributions of both of these tremendously dedi-
cated community leaders. 
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I’m sure everyone 
agrees that we now live in troubled times— 
times of anxiety, of uncertainty, of struggle. 
But we also live in a time of incomparable na-
tional unity. You could look around the country 
and easily spot superficial signs of unity, such 
as the plethora of American flags displayed 
outside homes and businesses or a crowd at 
a sports game chanting ‘‘U-S-A!’’ but the real 
truth is that the river of our national spirit runs 
much deeper than flag-waving could ever 
show. And in the fight against the evil that 
now confronts us, the American people are 
united like never before. 

More than a century ago, an English Lit-
erature Professor from Wellesley College 
named Katharine Lee Bates penned what has 
become the theme song for this extraordinary 
unity. On a trip to Colorado, Bates ascended 
Pike’s Peak and basked in the wonder of the 
‘‘purple mountain majesties’’ and ‘‘spacious 
skies’’ she saw. This scene inspired her to 
write ‘‘America the Beautiful.’’ 

Returning to Wellesley, Bates sent the four 
stanzas of ‘‘America the Beautiful’’ to the Con-
gregationalist, where they first appeared in 
print, appropriately, on July 4th, 1895. The 
hymn garnered immediate popularity and was 
initially set to music by Silas G. Pratt. 

But the attention Bates’ hymn drew prompt-
ed her to rewrite it in 1904, making it more 
simple and direct. After a few more changes 
over the next several years, the final version, 
the one so many Americans know today, was 
finished in 1913 and set to the tune of Samuel 

A. Ward’s ‘‘Materna.’’ In true American spirit, 
Bates gave countless hundreds of free permis-
sions for the use of ‘‘America the Beautiful.’’ 

Today we turn to Bates’ timeless words for 
comfort and for a reminder of our nation’s 
strength. These words remind us of the her-
oism of the firefighters and policemen who re-
sponded to the attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon; of the soldiers, sail-
ors and flyers fighting the war on terrorism; 
and of the cavalcade of heroes who have 
fought over the years for civil rights, voting 
rights, and workers’ rights—those ‘‘heroes 
prov’d/In liberating strife/Who more than self 
their country loved.’’ They remind us that the 
‘‘thoroughfare of freedom’’ we so often take for 
granted has been blazed by pioneering pil-
grims working even up to today. They remind 
us of the incredible resolve of New York, one 
of the ‘‘albaster cities’’ that ‘‘gleam/Undimmed 
by human tears.’’ But most of all, Bates’ words 
remind us of the indomitable American spirit 
that stretches high and proud, ‘‘from sea to 
shining sea.’’ 

Perhaps the most expressive theme of 
‘‘America the Beautiful’’ is that we Americans 
constantly seek to be uplifted—that we invoke 
divine help to mend our ‘‘ev’ry flaw,’’ that we 
know even our ‘‘golden’’ characteristics can be 
further refined. That is a sign of far greater 
strength than simply waving a flag and chant-
ing ‘‘U-S-A!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in a testament to our national 
unity, I ask unanimous consent that the com-
plete lyrics of ‘‘America the Beautiful’’ be en-
tered into the RECORD. 

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

(By Katharine Lee Bates) 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 

Whose stern, impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law! 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating 

strife.

Who more than self the country loved 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine 

Till all success be nobleness 

And every gain divine! 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 
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